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Days are getting longer as we dream of a bright and warm 

summeraheadatLakeBernard!
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President’s message 

By Gaye Moffett 

As unbelievable it may seem, spring is around the corner as we inch our way through snow storms and freezing rain. Yes, 

it’s been a cold winter but days are getting longer. We hope this newsletter finds you well and adds a little more warmth to 

your inbox!  

This first issue of the newsletter (yet to be named) is meant to keep you informed of your association's activities. We also 

want to keep you updated about what is happening in and around the lake,to feature profiles of members whose

contributions have enriched the lake association community, and promote events and activities. This summer, we are 

seeking volunteers to organize events that will bring together young and old association members. These activities can be

organized at our historical Clubhouse or wherever you deem appropriate. So if you’re interested, please send an email to 

communications@lacbernard.ca.

 We hope to hear from you soon!



La Pêche to implement new rules for short-term property rentals
By Rick Soderstrom

The municipality of La Pêche will be implementing new rules that will apply to short-term property rentals in the municipality such as

those offered for rent though AirBnB.

On Feb. 19, nearly 100 people attended an information gathering public meeting on this topic at the La Pêche Sports Complex in

Masham. Proposed rules were presented at the meeting but it was clear there were strong feelings expressed at the meeting from

those who are renting out properties and those who feel adversely affected by this new form of property rental.

Many properties are being rented in places like Edelweiss and Burnside. There was no one who lives or rents properties on Lake

Bernard who spoke at the meeting. The municipality is trying to strike a balance between the rights of those who wish to rent out

their properties and those who are affected by such things as noise and increased traffic on the roads and lakes.

At the very least, those wishing to rent short-term will be required to register with the municipality and meet various safety, parking

and other requirements.

The municipality is still soliciting input. There will probably be at least one more public before new rules are implemented. More

details of the meeting and the current direction of municipal planning are available on the municipality web site:

http://www.villelapeche.qc.ca

Lake water quality update
ByJ ean-CharlesHudon

Watersampling

In 2018, one sampling was done in August to determine the levels of phosphorous and fecal coliform. The results, which can be
found on the lake Association’s WEB page,are slightlymore positive than the last sampling done in 2014. Your Environment group
is planning to undertake another sampling in 2019 if the funds are available from the municipality.

Eurasian Milfoil Project

In 2018,there were some development regarding our project to control the Eurasian milfoil. The following are some keypoints
regarding the project:

1. A postcard size info card will be distributed to all cottagers in late spring 2019 that will serve as a reminder o 

to all of us of this zombie plant.
2. The $15,000 grant allotted bythe Municipality in 2016 for the milfoil project is still available.
3. As a follow-up to the 2015 survey of the milfoil at Lake Bernard, we were hoping to order another survey to determine if it

had spread further. However,given the approximate cost of $9,000,we had to postpone the survey.
4. In Quebec, an Alliance for a National Eurasian Watermilfoil Management Program was formed to urge the government to

implement an effective province-wide plan which could become a management model for all invasive species in Quebec
and even serve as an example for other jurisdictions. The Alliance is seeking a wide-ranging action plan to secure a lasting
solution through a programendowed with the appropriate resources/national budget. Hopefully, this plan would include the
installation of burlap with sand as an anchor.

The Alliance is backed by more than 135 associations, organizations such as ABV des sept, municipalities and the Regional County
Municipalities (RCM). They hope to meet with the new provincial government soon. Read Montreal Gazette article on the 2018 J uly
news conference held bythe municipalities and the Alliance for a National Eurasian Watermilfoil Management Program

Your Association representatives will meet with counterparts of the Lake Gauvreau Association to prepare a plan to meet
as a group with the mayor of the municipalityof La Pêche and possiblywith Robert Bussière,Member of the Quebec
National Assembly (MNA) for the region.

Membership survey highlights interest for more activities at the Clubhouse

By Francine Filion

We conducted our first-ever membership survey between October 2018 to January 2019. Its objective was to take

the membership’s pulse, examine who we are, what we care about and invite ideas on activities and events. The survey also helped

us to identify gaps to better serve membership needs.

Highlights

- 118 of 249 members filled out the Google online survey which was shared via email and posted on the association website.

This represents almost a 50% response rate which is quite excellent. The standard internal membership response rate is

usually between 30-40%.

- When asked to rate the association activities on a scale of 1 to 5 (one being low and 5 being highly positive), members told us

their favorites:



 

 

- Installation and removal of buoys and markers: 93.9% high to very high 
- List serv: 91.3 % - high to very high 
- Website: 75% -  high to very high 
- Environmental initiatives: 78.7% - high to very high 
- Security and surveillance: 66.6% - high to very high 

 
Members also told us that we need to do more work to improve our communications efforts with a 62% high to very high approval 
rating for the newsletter, and 55% high to very high in approval rating for the general information brochure. 
 
When asked which activities they participated in, members told us: 
 

● 21.9 % attended Saturday evening bingos at the Clubhouse 
● Close to 70% attended the annual Regatta  
● 69.8 % attended association meetings 

 
One message that came out loud and clear 
from the survey results was  “more 
activities at the Clubhouse”, and members 
offered suggestions such as: 
 

- Paint night 
- Yoga and fitness classes 
- Educational talks on environmental 

issues 
- Arts and crafts 
- Poker and bridge 
- Outdoor movies or sporting events 

on a big screen or large white sheet 
-  BBQs, taco nights for youth 
- Garage sales 
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Members also expressed a keen interest in more aquatic activities such as sailboat races, training for water skiing, wakeboarding 
and tubing.  
 
When asked if members would be interested in volunteering, many said they were interested to serve on the executive, on the 
membership committee, to help with the regatta, membership and communications.   
 
However, not as many people offered to organize events and activities, so we need to drum up more interest on that front. Should 
anyone be interested in organizing any of the aquatic activities listed above or helping out at the Clubhouse, please contact me 
communications@lacbernard.ca   
 
Members who shared anecdotes about their most treasured moments in the summer were wonderful and many -- from spending 
precious time with their grandchildren to watching the loons’ nest to observing a double rainbow. All the anecdotes are shared online 
(anonymously, of course!) 
 
The reasons why members joined the association were very telling as well: 

- support the community  
- protect the environment  
- social activities  
- information and  
- staying connected.  

 
So where do we go from here? 
 
The survey findings have identified what work needs to be done especially in terms of expanding our events and improving our 
communications. The executive will be examining a series of recommendations aimed at improving communications outreach to 
members over the next year.  
 
In terms of organizing events, we are more than happy to welcome your ideas and most of all, your energy and organizing skills. The 
responsibility doesn’t need to lie on just one volunteer’s shoulders -- why not create a team of 3-4 to share the fun! 
 
In closing, thank you to everyone who answered the survey!  More on the survey results
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