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Lake Bernard Association

History and Archives Committee

For over 10 years the Association Archivist, Charles Topp, has been acquiring and scanning documents generated by the Association and its various committees. The documentary record he is preserving is an important part of the history of the lake and will benefit everyone who is interested in understanding the evolution of the Association through time. 
The Archives Committee supporting this effort comprises Alison Jones and Gaye Moffett in addition to Charles. Discussions over the past year led to the recognition that several themes related to the history of the lake were beginning to converge. In addition to the continuing role of Charles Topp and Alison Jones in acquiring and preserving the records of the Association, Gaye Moffett, supported by Jen Lahey, a Carleton University Journalism Graduate, offered to coordinate the recording of oral histories from those cottagers who have been on the lake for some time and who would have rich memories of the lake community to pass along. John McDonald and Will Lockhart joined the discussions and expressed interest in preserving older photos of the lake and its community as well as other sources such as newspaper clippings. As the executive member responsible for the Association web site, Will offered to help migrate the content to the web site where it could be accessed by the membership. Finally, and as an extension of the effort to preserve the records of the Association, John offered to establish some basic records management procedures that could be incorporated in the Association’s Operations Manual. 

As a result of these discussions it was decided to modify the role of the Archives Committee and to give it a new name, the History and Archives Committee. The Committee is responsible for developing and maintaining a history of the lake by collecting, maintaining, and making available historical documents, maps, videos and photos as well as creating oral histories. It also facilitates the management of the records of the Association.  

Under its new mandate the Committee will undertake the following over the coming year:

· Establish a History section on the Association web site that builds on the existing section called ‘Archived Documents’.

· Continue to acquire and scan important records of the Association and account for and preserve those that are ‘born digital’. 

· Solicit photographs, correspondence and other documents (e.g. newspaper articles) contributing to the history of the lake and make these available through the Association web site.

· Invite the Association membership to participate in the History Committee’s oral history program; members will be invited to record their histories either through interviews with a Committee member or through self–administered audio or audio-visual recordings.

· Update the Operations Manual to reflect retention and disposition specifications for key records generated by the Association 

Lake Bernard has a rich and fascinating past. It is hoped that the initiatives highlighted in this report will lead to a recorded history of the lake that can endure the test of time and be enjoyed and appreciated both now and into the future. 
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