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2013 ANNUAL SPRING MEETING

Thursday, May 9, 2013

RA Centre, Ottawa

7 - 9pm 

1. Opening: 

Vice President John McDonald welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that, as Vice President, he would be chairing the spring meeting in the absence of an Association President.  John also welcomed La Pêche Municipal Councilor Jacqueline Lambert-Madore to the meeting.  

2. Approval of Minutes of the Annual General Meeting Fall 2012

John McDonald asked that the minutes of last fall’s AGM be approved. Dennis Peters informed the Vice President that the minutes should only be approved at the annual meeting of the Association in the Fall, not the Spring meeting. It is a formal document the approval of which should happen at the formal ‘business’ meeting of the Association.  John withdrew the item from the agenda. 

3. Introduction of the Executive

John introduced the Association executive for this year: Jane Barton (Environment/Past President), Hilary Casey (Treasurer), Scott Duncan (Environment), Gina Holmes (Membership), Stephen Hoogenraad (Web Site/Secretary), Sarah Humphrey (Communications), Alison Jones (History & Archives), Don Jones (Life member), Steve Kulba (Regatta/Community Day), Jen Lahey (History & Archives), Will Lockhart (History & Archives/Web Site/ Nominations), Christine McLelland (Logo Items), Gaye Moffett (Clubhouse/ History and Archives). Contact information for the executive is available through the Association web site.

John mentioned the Issue of recruitment for the Association executive and indicated that Will Lockhart would be leading a ‘recruitment drive’ for new members and to help fill vacancies in executive positions.   

4. Memorial Announcements (Gaye Moffett)

It was with sadness that the passing of Miss Betty Stubbins, Eileen Martineau, Monsignor Robert Martineau, Mildred Mickey, Paul Parent, and Peter Carr was announced. 

5. Invited guest speaker: La Pêche Municipal Councilor Jacqueline Lambert-Madore

Councilor Lambert-Madore spoke on several issues including the following:  

Road Maintenance - the ward of La Pêche has spent its budget for the last year and this year on improvements to Chemin Lac Bernard.  This year all that can be afforded is culverts and material for the dirt roads.  Special funding from the tax on fuel will allow Shouldice-Maclaren roads to be paved and a T-junction to be created instead of the V now in place.  This will allow easier truck transit from Rupert/Usher without the trucks having to take the hill at Alcove on Chemin des Erables.  The Ministry of Transport is beginning work to bypass the cliff past Wakefield on highway 105 by extending the 5 to somewhere near Alcove. That work is scheduled to be completed by 2015-2016.  There have also been discussions about reducing the slope on Woods in Farrellton and the junction of 105 and Pritchard (which could go through the Fleury sandpit).  

Garbage Collection-There was a problem last year with garbage collection not falling on the Labour Day weekend.  That is solved for this year.  La Pêche’s composting program is subsidizing the cost of compost bins.  Application forms for participating in the program are available from the municipality.  

Private Roads- All owners along those private roads that have been deemed difficult by the fire department have been sent letters asking for improvements to be made.  These roads need to be upgraded to facilitate fire and ambulance access in case of emergency.  

Sports Complex- The second phase of the sports complex in Masham is to begin soon.  This will probably include the construction of a pool.  Jacqueline thinks that the cost will come out of the current surcharge on tax bills for the sports complex rather than from new taxes.  

Palliative Care- A palliative care home is to be constructed across the road from the Wakefield Hospital.  

Public Transportation-  There has been an issue caused by the lack of public transportation in La Pêche .  In September 2014, 4 bus trips per day will be run between Masham, Alcove, and Wakefield.  There has been discussion about improving bus service from Gatineau by running buses through Chelsea so that they are not running empty when heading north.  

Internet- There have been discussions among the Municipality, Digicom and Wakenet concerning internet service at the lake. The municipality has agreed to serve as a mediator in the discussions that so far appear to be going well.   

Municipal Election Registration-  November 3 is the next municipal election.  Property owners who haven’t voted in the past should register with the municipality to vote.  The more registered voters there are in the ward, the more money there will be for roads.  

Burn Signs-  The fire department took down the fire ban signs for liability reasons.  Check the municipal website for the latest information on fire bans this summer.  

Ryan’s Garage-  With the closure of Ryan’s Garage the nearest place for gas is in Masham.  The municipality had no warning the closure was coming.  

6. Treasurer’s Report (Hilary Casey)

Hilary reported that the association pays out many of its’ expenses at the start of the season and then waits for membership fees to come in.  So far 76 memberships were mailed in and an additional 50 memberships were sent electronically by Paypal.  A brief report on Association finances was made available to attendees (available on the association web site).  The question of using alternative forms of payment (e.g. interac) was brought up and Hilary pointed out that our current bank account is a grandfathered one that has almost no fees. Upgrading the account to include the use of visa and email debit would increase Association banking costs considerably.  

7. Environment

Sampling initiatives and weed management (Jane Barton)

The Environment Committee will continue to use the network of Bay Contacts to monitor the lake.  It will also continue to liaise with the municipality regarding shorelines and septic systems.  Many members are engaged in the sampling program for the lake.  The plan for this year is to survey another quarter of the shoreline.  The lake is very clean compared with 1987.  

Beaver management (Scott Duncan)

Richard Moore trapped 16 beavers this spring in the inlet.  Scott urged cottagers to check out the “Beaver Whisperer” episode of the Nature of Things.  E. coli issues with beavers is a concern for many members.  

Presentation of Lac Pemichangan pilot project using burlap to control Eurasian Milfoil (Giorgio Vecco).  This group used jute netting on their lake to see if they could control Eurasian milfoil in certain areas.  They included a control area where nothing was done.  The presenter told of their use of scuba divers to place the mats since Eurasian Milfoil can grow up to 10m in depth.  There were questions about cost and the necessity of getting permits from the government.  

8. History & Archives Committee (Will Lockhart)

Will gave an update on the activities of the Committee and led everyone through a tour of the new History section of the Association web site.  The section includes 110MB of oral histories, photos, stories of early settlers, archives, among other things. Newspaper articles from the Ottawa Citizen and the Low Down in which lake activities such as the Regatta are mentioned are also included.  All Association members are encouraged to check it out and contribute.  Will thanked all members who contributed and the members of the History and Archives Committee who made it happen.  Paul Hayes asked a question which started a discussion on the privacy of the information.   Some members wondered if the history section would attract more people to Lac Bernard.  Will thought that the History Committee was posting out of interest and not to advertise the lake.  

9. Regatta/Community Day (Steve Kulba)

Steve wanted to bring attention to the contributions of donors in the community (mostly businesses) who give us half the prizes for the raffles.  He encouraged Association members to thank donor businesses personally as a way of heightening awareness of Community Day and the Regatta and to express appreciation.  20+ people serve as volunteers to work on the Regatta, including the food, raffles, races, announcements, logo sales, etc.  Steve is still looking for someone to take over the children’s raffle.  This year’s regatta will have the same number of races as last year.  Steve is working on getting a dock for the regatta site so as not to inconvenience the neighbours.  Some new ideas for Community Day included having a live band.  This will be the last year for Steve as coordinator.  

10. Clubhouse update (Gaye Moffett)

Gaye indicated that she has 10 bingos planned from the end of June to the end of August.  She also indicated that the ownership issue of the Clubhouse and Regatta property is close to being resolved and that she hoped to provide positive news at the Fall meeting.  

11. Membership (John McDonald)

John expressed his gratitude to the members who have already renewed and to new members on the lake.  The Membership Committee appreciates members using Paypal to pay their dues as it works well and it’s fast.  John also brought attention to the fact that Rob Perrins has offered the association aerial photos of the lake. He will be selling photos of individual cottages to the respective cottage owners but has indicated that the Association is free to sell those photos that cover larger areas such as bays and the lake as a whole. John thanked Rob and indicated that he would come up with a proposed pricing scheme for the Association photos.   

12. Adjournment

Paul Hayes moved that the meeting be adjourned - seconded by Jane Barton.  

Minutes Prepared by Stephen Hoogenraad
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