LAKE BERNARD PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
SPRING 2007

Dear Members, Residents and Owners:
This is my first formal message as your new President, and I am honoured to be serving in this position, and to be supported by a terrific Board – all of whom are strongly committed to ensuring that the Association represents your interests, and that we collectively work to ensure that Lake Bernard continues to be a responsible community whose members take pride in their environment and in the quality of the lifestyle that has become characteristic of our lake.
Our Spring meeting on May 4th at the Larrimac Golfclub will give us an opportunity to address some issues that the membership has identified as priorities for the Association.   We will also use the occasion of the meeting to update on some exciting developments that we hope will contribute to preserving the quality of our lake and to providing opportunities for all of you to join in Association activities that help make us a community!  

One of the toughest decisions your Executive has had relates to membership dues.  A motion was put to our Fall AGM to increase our annual fees from $25 to a new two-tier membership fee.  This would mean that for those on e-mail, the fee would be $35 while those who want to receive information by mail, the fee would be $40.   As your President, I am confident in saying that this is worth the price of admission!!  And just to prove it, we are enclosing a flyer that provides you with the benefits of membership.  This increase is based on the fact that the Association has experienced a real cash crunch over the last couple of years, and also on the fact that fees have not been raised for some time.  I would respectfully request that you pay your membership as soon as possible to allow for us to have funds on hand for this year’s activities. 
One of the best developments this last year has been the production of a great new map of the lake!!  This map is a must for every cottage on the lake, and as many of you know, we have provided copies of the map to the municipality, to the police and to the fire stations.  Members get a copy as part of the price of membership.  Additional copies are available to members for $35.  
For those of you who enjoy the social aspects of life at the lake, or want to get to know some of your neighbours, we will be posting details of the summer social calendar on our Website,  including activities at the Clubhouse, the annual Regatta and Flotilla, the golf tournament, Maple Days and environment clean-ups.  The Clubhouse now has water access for small water craft, thanks to John Mcdonald.  At the AGM on November 8, 2006, a motion was carried to authorize the Executive to investigate the feasibility of moving the clubhouse to the present regatta site. That examination is underway and will be fully reported on to our Fall AGM. For those of you who enjoy fishing, or are just interested in what sort of fish we have in the lake, we have a new recruit in the person of Dick Green to head up the Fishing Club.  Stay tuned to hear from Dick about what he has planned for activities of the Fishing Club.  All these events rely on your participation for success, and we urge you to come out and bring some of your neighbours!
Speaking of our Website, one of the many benefits of membership is access to the members-only Association website at www.lacbernard.ca.
The web site is a treasure trove of information on social activities, security, the environment, government affairs, merchandise, and much more!  It also offers a chat style forum for user groups, where you can discuss such topics as gardening, fishing, or anything of interest to you.  This is an active site. Members of your web site committee together with volunteers responsible for the individual segments of the site have been working hard to maintain the currency and relevance of the content on the site. And to ensure that the bilingual nature of our lake community is respected, Bruno Lobrichon, Denis Gervais and Normand Chretien have stepped forward to offer their support for the translation of the content. We are grateful for their contributions but in recognizing the substantial work involved we would like to encourage others to join in the translation effort. Please help us in this worthwhile effort by getting in touch with Bruno Lobrichon, translation coordinator at loughmer@sympatico.ca or our web site committee chair, John McDonald at john.mcdonald@rogers.com. 

Our Association’s Environment Committee, under the leadership of Laurence McLelland, has ambitious plans for a busy year.  Volunteers are planning to collect samples of lake water to test for chemical and biological analysis.  This will not only ensure that bacteria levels are within safe limits for swimming, but will also establish baseline information against which any future changes can be compared.  The chair is currently seeking funding from the the Municipality of La Pêche for this sampling project.  Another project in which the chair is involved in his capacity as a member of the Regroupement des Associations des Lacs de La Pêche, concerns following up on the status of the mandatory septic pumpout/septic inspection program.  In May 2006, a letter was written to La Pêche by the Regroupement requesting information on the status of this program that currently has a deadline of January 2008.   In particular, information was requested on:

· priorities for inspections;
· what an inspection would entail, and 

· what action would be taken by the Municipality when a faulty system was identified.

Although no answer has been received, the Municipality has sent out an invitation to residents and lake associations to identify faulty septic systems in their neighbourhood.  We will have copies of this letter made available to all members and residents. 

Let me close by thanking all of you for your membership and participation in our great Association.  I would particularly like to thank the Executive for their hard work, dedication, great ideas and their team spirit!  It’s not easy breaking in a new President!!  Finally, I would  like to extend sincere thanks to Gaye Moffat for her tremendous contributions over the last innumerable years as our President!  I am grateful that Gaye remains on the Board.

To all of you, we are always looking for ways to increase membership benefits and to cut costs.  If you have suggestions, please drop me a line at president@lacbernard.ca.

See you at the Spring AGM and on the lake this summer.  Have a great one everyone!
Janet W. Bax

President   
The Owners’ and Residents’ Association of Lake Bernard,

Box 1262, Gatineau, Quebec, J8X 3X7


