SUMMER 2008
 
Fellow Owners & Residents of Lac Bernard,
 
On behalf of Members of the Executive, I hope that you are all enjoying the summer!
 
2007-08 has been a very busy year for the Executive and for a tenacious, committed group of individuals, affectionately known as the Septic Team,  who have worked very hard on our collective behalf to ensure that our lake and our environment does not deteriorate, and that we are all encouraged to be a part of the solution!  
Some highlights for you to reflect upon as you enjoy your time off, or as you enjoy the pleasures of the summer months:
Following the appearance of blue green algae (BGA) last fall, the Executive immediately took action by going to La Peche Council to begin lobbying for inspections of septic systems as one important means of prevention.  Since November, we have met with both La Peche and Low Councils, and have formed a Septic Team to ensure that the Association did its part.  It has been an aggravating and disappointing experience!  It is clear that the La Peche Municipal Council says one thing and does another.  There have been promises and undertakings made, and broken.  We feel that the Association has more than lived up to its side of the bargain, and as a result we intend to get more strident in our approach to La Peche Council.* 
Thank you to all those who contributed so generously to our BGA fund, and believe me, those funds are being put to excellent use by the Septic Team!  We are now members of the Reseau du Surveillance des Lacs (water monitoring body), we have undertaken water sampling, we have prepared fact sheets and other communications materials and we will continue to undertake activities designed to prevent any further outbreaks of BGA. 
On a more positive note, the Septic Team organized, with assistance from the Province of Quebec and from La Peche, a meeting of environmental champions.  These champions are residents, neighbours and owners who have volunteered to go out this summer and meet with all of you to explain how the septic inspections will be carried out,  to provide information to all residents and owners on phosphates and their sources and to encourage non-members to join our Association..  Please welcome these volunteers, and learn more about how we can sustain and improve our environment and water quality. 
Laurence McClelland and Jane Barton have been carrying out water testing, and will continue to do this during the summer, along with a group of volunteers, to monitor water quality. 
Membership has also been an issue for the Executive, and we have been very fortunate to have a strong membership Chair (John McDonald)  who has done a superb job in trying to attract new members.  We hope each and every one of you will ensure that your neighbours and friends on the lake are members!  Your Association plays an important role in ensuring that our investments are maintained. 
Karen MacDonald very kindly stepped up to organize the Regatta this year, and it promises to be another great event.  Karen needs as many of you to volunteer as possible, so do not be shy!  Step right up. 
We also have two new people responsible for logo items.  Michael Kennedy and Christine McClelland are in charge, and have promised some great new items for sale at the Regatta!  Be sure and come and see what we have!!
The Clubhouse Committee met several times, and is still working on recommendations for the future of this facility, so stand by!
A great deal of work has gone into developing our Website, and for those of you who use it regularly, you will know it is a mine of information and useful tips!  Please use it!  Thanks to Will Lockhart for all the work he has done on developing and maintaining the web, and thanks to Paul Hays for the continuing work on the listserve. Also a special thanks to Bruno Lobrichon and his team for the excellent translation work! 
 
With summer finally here, I would like to remind you all about the tradition of not running motor boats on Sundays until after noon, to give us all that much needed tranquility!
 
Please remember that your garbage is your responsibility!  Have it ready Monday morning for the Municipality's door to door pick up.  Do not leave it out if you return to the city mid week or on Friday and PLEASE do not leave it in unsecured containers or at roadside intersections in plastic bags as this only attracts animals and birds and usually leaves a mess for yourself or another cottager to clean up!  The municipal by law requires all owners to have a secure container to keep your garbage at the end of your laneway.  Then just call the garbage contractor, Aimé Fleury at 819-459-2956 for the pick up. 
 
Jane Barton and the Septic Team have included the garbage pick up schedules of both Low and La Peche in the information packages that will be distributed to you by your Champions. 
 
If there is any suspicious activity that you need to report, you can call 819.459-2422.
 
Finally, I am just so pleased to see the special effort people are making to attend our two meetings a year!  This is where you get the latest scoop, can ask questions and participate, and have your say!  
     Enjoy yourselves and I'll see you over the summer and at the fall AGM!
 
     Janet Bax, President

     janetbax@rogers.com
     819.459-3351

 

Past-president, Gaye Moffett,  Secretary, Elizabeth Galazka ,  Treasurer, Terry Evans
Vice-President, Alison Jones,  Stand in for VP – John McDonald (Membership)
Second Stand-in for VP – Will Lockhart (Web), Environment, Laurence McClelland, 
Members in Good Standing:  Don Jones, Stephen Hoogenraad, Mike Mulligan, Mark  Goldstein  and Lisa Moir. 
  

* Since this letter was written, the Mayor of La Pêche has told the President that he and Council 
will do all they can to ensure that inspections of those properties for which there was 
no information on hand in the municipality will be carried out by fall 2008.

