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Join the Lake Association!

When you join the Owners’ and Residents’ Association of Lake Bernard you become a member of one of the strongest and most active lake associations in the region. Our membership in 2008 was over 270 strong ― and growing.

Role of the Association

Your Association represents the interests of our lake community to various levels of government. The Association is also actively involved in a wide range of activities, including:

· protecting the environment

· security concerns

· warning buoys

· social events (e.g., regatta, flotilla, clubhouse events)

The Lake Environment  -  Our Immediate Concern

Throughout the past year the Association has conducted an active campaign to ensure that our lake is immune from the threat of blue-green algae (BGA). The threat, which was very real during 2008, was a wake-up call to the lake community.  The Association, through the active support of its’ members and the cooperation of the municipalities of La Pêche and Low, responded to the call through water testing, the initiation of septic tank inspections, and a major awareness campaign focusing on keeping Lake Bernard phosphate-free. 

All of this would not have happened without the direct and strong support of the Association membership. There is nothing more powerful than an Association president being able to stand before a municipal council and explaining that she or he is representing the voices of not just a few but of an entire community. This is why there is no more important time for you to become a member of the Lake Association.  We need your support, your voice and we may even need your help as we work to keep our lake a healthy place for us and our families both now and in the future.

Benefits of Membership

When you join the Association, you:

· Create a powerful association that can advocate on your behalf with the municipalities of La Pêche and Low and with the provincial and federal governments on issues that are important to you and your property value.  

· Support a team of dedicated volunteers who need your help to address issues such as the ongoing concern we have about blue green algae in Lake Bernard.

· Have a voice in what happens in your neighbourhood and how it affects you and your family.

· Help to chart the future course of the Association by having the right to vote at the two annual general meetings.

· Make a difference by joining a committee, getting involved in your lake community, and meeting your neighbours.

· Receive a copy of the Association’s new map of the lake. This beautiful 2’ x 3’ colour map, which shows all cottages and roads around the lake, is available to members only. 

· Have access to the Association’s new bilingual, members-only web site that provides information on social activities, neighbourhood security, the environment, government affairs, and merchandise. It also offers a “chat” style forum for user groups, where you can discuss such topics as gardening, fishing, or anything of interest to you.

· Have access to the Association listserv that gives everyone a handy way to communicate by e-mail with neighbours. It is a place to tell neighbours if you want to rent or sell your cottage, buy a boat, find lost pets or docks, hear about anything on the lake that anyone thinks is important. The Association Executive uses the listserv to report on the blue green algae problem and actions underway with the municipalities and others or to announce special events.

Most of all, membership fosters a sense of community that has prevailed at the lake for many decades. Become a part of this vibrant community group that appreciates the lake, works to preserve the environment it supports, and respects all the owners and residents at Lake Bernard. Join us!

Interested in becoming a member? 
Send an e-mail to membership@lacbernard.ca
or phone John McDonald at:

819-459-2582 (Summer and Fall)

613-233-7596 (Winter and Spring) 

