SUMMER 2009
Fellow Owners & Residents of Lac Bernard,

On behalf of Members of the Executive, I hope that you are getting ready to enjoy summer 2009.
2008 was another busy year for us in the Association as environmental issues continue to preoccupy our agenda and our time.  The Environment Committee (almost the same members as last year’s “Septic Team”) and many dedicated, hard working individuals continue to work tirelessly on our collective behalf to ensure that Lake Bernard and its environment is maintained and improved and that we all continue to be a part of the solution!  Please look at the 2009-2010 Environment Plan on the website.
As you know, Jane Barton, Laurence McClelland and I have met with the Mayor of La Pêche, with our Councillor, Jacqueline Lambert-Madore and with Marcel Marchildon (responsible for the program of septic inspections within La Pêche) and attended Council in order to ensure that our issues are on the front burner.  In addition, a number of you have written to the Municipalities of Low and La Pêche, and have spoken with local newspapers, in an attempt to keep the pressure on to move forward with actions designed to ensure that municipal governments step up to their responsibilities.  We have been told that septic inspections will continue this Summer through the efforts of La Pêche.  In terms of Low, we still have to have further discussions.  We will keep you posted.
We also have a new group of people who have come forward to be involved – Bay Contacts.  These 13 people will be your point people on the lake should you see any algae in the water that you think the Environment Committee should have analyzed in a laboratory.  The Bay Contacts are: 
The West/ L’ouest

Richard Prégent  - la baie de l’ouest (459-1355)
Jock & Wendy Hurst – Hurst and Blair Road area (459-1304)

Noel & Joanne Price - Comeau Road area (459-1472)
The North/ Le nord

Brenda Chambers – from the outlet to Sawmill Bay (459-1623)

Angie Van Veen - Sawmill Bay (459-2752)

Peter Carr – Paddy’s Bay (459-3604)

The South/ Le sud

Kate Baillie & Will Lockhart – north side of Mitchell's Bay (459-1555)
Marilyn Evans - east side of Mitchell's Bay (459-2840)

Lynda Lahey- south side of Mitchell’s Bay (459-2586)
Marie Williams - from the Narrows to Mitchell's Bay (459-1947)

The East/L’est
Mary & Bob Crook – north side of Hamilton's Bay (459-1923)
Laurence McClelland- south side of Hamilton's Bay (459-2757)
Jane Barton - Turtle Bay (459-4467)

Please contact any of these individuals if you have a concern about algae in the water this year.  They will make sure that someone comes to sample the water and find out what is happening.

Water quality sampling is being done routinely to establish the trends in the lake.  This year, Laurence McClelland and Jane Barton were out in April taking the “ice out” samples – something that will be repeated in October.  Don Lillico and Jane are going to do the sampling with La Pêche that will cover every bay on the lake four times over the summer. Finally, Marie Williams and Doug Russell are sampling near Dome Island and Horseshoe Island in June, July and August for the provincial Réseau de Surveillance des Lacs.  All of the results will be available on the website as they come in.

At our Spring meeting on May 6th, 2009, members expressed concerns about issues such as the introduction of invasive species like zebra mussels –something that could come on a visitor’s sea doo or fishing boat – especially if the boat has been in the Rideau or Ottawa Rivers where zebra mussels have already invaded.  There are ways to clean boats and to prevent bilge water from getting into the lake – but this is something that we all have to be vigilant about.

Speeding boats were also discussed – and, as a result, one of our members has stepped up to see what others have done to address the issue – one that creates noise, danger, erosion – and hurts loon nesting sites!  The Association is not the Lake police, nor are we equipped to impose rules.  However, we are all guardians of the lake, and should be treating it with respect, and making sure others do!  Common sense and common courtesy can take us a long way!

In addition to dealing with septic systems, natural shorelines are the next best way to address our weeds and blue-green algae.  A shoreline revitalization workshop is being held at Richard and Huguette Prégent’s cottage on July 18 where Annie Parent, Biologist with the Société sylvicole de la Haute-Gatineau will not only present the case for natural shorelines but actually plant the shoreline at the Prégent’s cottage.  We will use this shoreline as a pilot project and follow its growth with photos on the website throughout this summer and next – and next year in 2010, we will be looking for another volunteer to have their shoreline revitalized.  There is room for only 25 participants at the workshop so anyone wishing to participate in the workshop should contact Jane Barton at Barton.jane@gmail.com by July 4th.
Membership continues to preoccupy us as we seek to ensure more members for the Association, so we can speak on issues from a position of strength.  John McDonald and his wife, Joanne, Will Lockhart and others have done and continue to do a great job in this area, and many of you will know that you can now pay for your annual membership through Paypal – making it easier for you and for John!  As I said last year, I hope each and every one of you will ensure that your neighbours and friends on the lake are members!  We are hoping to have 300 members this year! Your Association plays an important role in ensuring that our investments are maintained. 
Michael Kennedy and Christine McClelland are in charge of Logo items and have done a great job in getting lots of new items.  Logo mugs sell like hot cakes, but there are many other items of clothing and caps that you should check out.  The Regatta on August 2nd will be a great place to get restocked and check out the new inventory!  By the way, I wear my logo hoodie a great deal in town, and I cannot tell you how many people stop me to say they either have a place on the lake or know people on the lake.  It is a great conversation starter!  

Speaking of the Regatta, this year as usual, we will hold the Regatta on Sunday, August 2nd, and Steve Kulba is the Executive member who will be responsible for its organization this year, working with Karen MacDonald who did such an incredible job last year.  Be sure and get in touch with Steve if you would like to volunteer for the Regatta this year. (regatta@lacbernard.ca). We can always use help before, during and after the event!!
Our relations with the Municipalities (Low and La Pêche) are important and for the most part, we have maintained good, respectful relations.  We remind all of you that this year is Election year, and it is very important that you ensure you are on the voters’ registration list.  There is one vote per property, but it is important that you make register to vote – even if you don’t vote.  The amount of money put aside for us for roads and other infrastructure is set by the number of people on the voting list.  Go to our Web site for forms!

A great deal of work is required to maintain and update our Website (www.lacbernard.ca ), a service that is generously donated to the Association by John Kingsley of Wakenet, our local high-speed internet entrepreneur and guru!  For those of you who use the website regularly, you will know it is a mine of information and useful tips.  At our Spring meeting, we decided that most of the site should be opened up for general use, except for a few sensitive areas.  Please use the website!  Thanks to Will Lockhart for all the work he has done to develop and maintain the site and thanks to Paul Hays for the continuing work on the listserve. Also a special thanks to Bruno Lobrichon for the excellent, timely translation work! 
The Clubhouse has a number of events scheduled this year – and they are up on the website for you to see.  At the Spring meeting, discussion of the clubhouse and its costs in terms of insurance, taxes, hydro, maintenance and upkeep was a focus.  Since the meeting, our Treasurer, Terry Evans, has clarified the following invoiced costs for the clubhouse: 
· Insurance: about $1800.00 per year (an additional about $500.00 in liability insurance is needed for the regatta, golf day, etc.)
· Taxes: municipal and school taxes are about $700.00 per year (again this does not include the taxes for the regatta site)
· Hydro: about $300.00 per year
· Maintenance and upkeep: no ongoing maintenance has been invoiced to the Association in years.
Gaye Moffett has agreed to present a report on the clubhouse to members at the Fall meeting so that options on how the clubhouse can be operated will be put before members.  In particular, her report will present options for operating the clubhouse in a way that will, at a minimum, pay its way. (Unlike other activities undertaken by the Association, keeping the doors open at the clubhouse takes about 80 memberships or over 25% of our total number of members in 2008 - and it generates no revenues.) Gaye has reported her success in raising $12,000.00 in a “Save the Clubhouse” fund   - money which she has reported she is keeping safely in her bank until such time as she knows how supporters wish their money to be spent.  With that level of commitment, Gaye is certainly well positioned to write this report and I am sure that she will have great proposals on how the clubhouse could be operated for current and future Association members in a way that takes the Association’s balance sheet and other needs of lake residents into consideration.
Dick Green launched an invitation to members to participate in various “biggest in category” fishing contests, and I am sure those of you who are fishing folk will not want to miss the opportunity to have your catches measured up!

Summer is just about here and I would like to remind you all about the tradition of not running motor boats on Sundays until after 11 in the morning, to give us all that much needed tranquility!

Please remember that your garbage is your responsibility!  Have it ready Monday morning for the Municipality’s door to door pick up.  Do not leave it out if you return to the city mid week or on Friday and PLEASE, if you leave it out on Sunday night, do not leave it in unsecured containers or at roadside intersections in plastic bags.  This only attracts animals and birds and usually leaves a mess to clean up!  The municipal bylaw requires all owners to have a secure container in which to keep garbage at the end of their laneway.  You can call the garbage contractor, Aimé Fleury at 819-459-2956 for pick up.   
In terms of roads, new height and width regulations are being developed for private roads and Dennis Peters is the Executive member who is charged with looking into those new requirements and communicating them to your road committees. 
If you see any suspicious activity that you need to report, you can call 819.459-2422.
Finally, I am just so pleased to see the special effort people are making to attend our two meetings a year!  This is where you get the latest scoop, can ask questions and participate, and have your say!  At our Spring meeting in town, we had to have more seats brought in!!

Enjoy yourselves and I’ll see you over the summer and at the Fall AGM!  Thanks so much for your time and your interest, and for your support. 
 Janet Bax, President
 janetbax@rogers.com
 819.459-3351
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