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Message from the President

Greetings and welcome to Spring 2013. As I’m writing this, the ice has long gone from the lake, trees are bursting with leaves and thoughts are turning to another fabulous season at the lake. While you know me as the ‘membership guy’ I am also the Vice-President of the Association. In that role I am responsible for filling in for the President should he or she not be available. Given that we have yet to name a President it falls to me to have the pleasure of welcoming you to the 2013 season. 

In spite of a Senators playoff game that was underway at the same time, our Spring meeting on May 9th at the RA Centre was well attended. The wealth of items we covered on the agenda attest to the strength of the Association and the continuing vitality of the lake community. As you will see in the minutes (available on the Association web site) we covered a number of important items including several that pertain to one of our highest priority areas of concern, the environment. We heard updates on the water-sampling program, listened to an overview of the beaver situation around the lake, and heard a presentation on the results of a test to control Asian Milfoil at Lac Pemichangan. For information about beaver maintenance and the name and contact information of the trapper, please visit: http://lacbernard.ca/environment/beavers.htm. Thanks to Jane Barton (chair), Chris Hanlin, Scott Duncan, and Marie Williams for their important efforts on the Environment Committee. 

We also enjoyed the launch of the new History and Archives section of the Association web site. Will Lockhart gave us a tour of the new site and encouraged everyone to contribute their photos, documents, and memories.  Once you visit the site (http://lacbernard.ca/history/index.htm) I’m sure you will want to be a part of this important initiative, an initiative designed to preserve and make available to future generations the rich legacy of our lake. Thanks to Will, Charles Topp, Alison Jones, Jen Lahey, and Gaye Moffett for turning the vision of a comprehensive and accessible history of our lake into a reality.  
The Regatta/Community Day will be held on Saturday, August 3, beginning at 1:00PM till 4:00PM.   In the event of a rain out on Saturday, the event will be moved to the Sunday, August 4. 
· Regatta Raffle Tickets will be available for sale on the day or the event as well as beforehand; simply email to communityday@lacbernard.ca. A list of prizes will be sent via the ListServ in early June.  As with last year, all names are recorded on tickets so all winners receive their prizes whether they are at the Regatta or not.
· Community Day – Member Appreciation ( $30 of Raffle Ticket purchases = 1 Free Food Item!
· Bonus Raffle Draws – Extra tickets will be given for a Beer draw based on tickets bought, same as with 2012

· Kids Raffle Coordinator Needed !!!!!

· If you can help in anyway then please let us know by sending an email to communityday@lacbernard.ca

Gaye Moffett, chair of the Clubhouse Committee, is looking for members to help plan the summer Clubhouse activities, recruit and/or volunteer to “man” the Bingo’s on Saturday evenings and work with the Association Executive. If you would like to help out, get in touch with Gaye at: Clubhouse@lacbernard.ca. Bingo’s will be held every Saturday evening starting on June 29th until August 31st from 7:00-8:30PM at The Clubhouse, 30 chemin Christopher. All are welcome to come out and enjoy a Bingo evening or volunteer to host an evening. 
A special thanks to Sarah Humphrey who launched the Association Bulletin last year. She is planning more editions this year but needs your help in coming up with content. If you have something newsworthy to share with the community, would like to make announcements, or have anything that you feel should be reported for the benefit of the lake community don’t hesitate to get in touch with Sarah at: Communications@lacbernard.ca. 

Laurence McClelland continues to set out the navigation buoys to remind us of where the rocks are. The continued health of our propellers is in no small way based on Laurence’s volunteer efforts. Thank-you Laurence. By the way, if you notice a missing buoy please contact Laurence at navigation@lacbernard.ca. 

We often take the Lake Bernard listserv for granted without realizing that maintenance of this important communications vehicle takes work. A special thanks to Paul Hays, our listserv administrator for the work he has done in ensuring that the listserv continues to provide the critical means by which the members of our community can communicate with one another. 

Christine McClelland and Mike Kennedy are organizing and selling the logo items again this year - ranging from warm fleece jackets to coffee mugs and baby tee-shirts– all with the new bilingual Lake Bernard logo. You can reach Christine and Mike at: logoitems@lacbernard.ca.

A critical task requiring precision, accuracy and careful attention to detail is translation. Our sincere thanks go out to Bruno Lobrichon and his team for continuing to provide the high quality translations that enable the Association to be proud of its ongoing efforts to serve the community in both official languages. 

The strength of our community is dependent on the strength of our association. And the strength of the Association is dependent on the support of its members. This is your Association. Join now, or renew if you are already a member, and be part of a thriving and energetic community. You can obtain a copy of the membership form and other information about membership in the Association at: http://lacbernard.ca/membership/membership.htm 

As well as becoming a member of the Association consider becoming a member of the Executive. In addition to helping shape the future of the Association and joining a great group of people it would give you the opportunity to give back to the community. Our two-year renewable terms offer you the opportunity to make a difference without feeling that you will have to endure a ‘life sentence’ once you come on board. If you would like to find out more don’t hesitate to contact myself and/or Will Lockhart. 

Have a great summer, come to the Spring and Fall Association meetings, participate in the Regatta and the events at the Clubhouse, and call or send your comments to any of the Executive. It’s your Association!!

I look forward to seeing you on the lake. 

John McDonald
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