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Newsletter Spring/Summer 2017  
Special Issue  -  Eurasian Milfoil

Why this special issue of the Newsletter?
Eurasian milfoil is spreading fast - an increase of nearly 400% (from 185,000 sq m to 570,000 sq m) in just 4 years. It now covers nearly all parts of our lake that are between .5m and 7 m deep (57 hectares or almost 10% of the Lake). This weed infestation is lowering our property values and undermining our enjoyment of the lake. 

What is Milfoil and why should we be concerned?
Eurasian milfoil is a perennial aquatic plant that lives submerged between .5m and 7 m deep. It is an invasive species that adapts easily to a variety of environments and competes aggressively with other indigenous plant species. When it infests an area it can form thick underwater stands of tangled stems and vast mats of vegetation at the water’s surface. 

Milfoil spreads through natural germination where seeds are produced and spread by currents to new grounds. But the most significant way it spreads is by boats passing through milfoil patches and chopping up thousands of milfoil plants the ‘cuttings’ of which lead to the re-growth of thousands of new plants. Milfoil is a very fragile plant and easily broken up by a boat propeller and even a canoe paddle. It destroys spawning grounds, overtakes and eradicates native plant species, and causes anoxia (lack of oxygen) which threatens our fish stocks. Most visibly, it creates weed patches and eventually thick carpets that inhibit boating and swimming. Not to mention that it easily gets tangled into boat propellers.

For more information, check out http://www.invadingspecies.com/invaders/plants-aquatic/eurasian-water-milfoil/

Where is it on the lake?
ABV-7 (Agence de Bassin versant des 7) surveyed our lake in 2015 and gave us a report complete with maps describing how fast milfoil has spread and where it is located (seehttp://www.lacbernard.ca/environment/milfoil.htm). ABV-7 indicated that we are one of the worst lakes in the entire region. The organization speaks with authority. As a non-profit organization endorsed by the Quebec Government, its mandate is to protect, improve, and promote the 7 watersheds in the Outaouais region.  See http://abv7.org/ for more about ABV-7. 




What is being done to control it? 
The Association is adopting a holistic approach that focuses on reducing milfoil fragmentation by: 

· Establishing a pilot project that will focus on applying burlap to high traffic areas on the lake where milfoil has already become dense  
· Deploying buoys to mark significant areas of milfoil that should be avoided by boat traffic 
· Continually advising cottagers on what they can do to control milfoil such as picking up pieces of milfoil they see floating on the lake  
· Continually informing the community on what the Association is doing to control milfoil and what the community can do to contribute to the effort and to minimize milfoil fragmentation.

What are the specifics?
ABV-7 has endorsed the use of burlap as the preferred method for controlling milfoil (see for an assessment of all methods) and presently, is the only acceptable method for both the Ministry of the Environment (MDDELCC)  of Quebec and the Ministry of Fauna of Quebec. Burlap cloth is used to cover an infested area. It kills the milfoil and its roots by compressing the weed plant on the lake bottom. At the same time, it allows stronger indigenous plants to grow through its loose weave. The burlap will then biodegrade over a 1 to 3 year period in which time the indigenous plant growth will have a chance to dominate in the area. See http://abv7.org/current-projects.php?projectId=95 for more information on the burlap solution.

The Association is working with ABV-7 and Block-Aid, a company specializing in milfoil control, to execute a pilot project involving the deployment of burlap in a specific number of high traffic areas on the lake. See URL (http://www.lacbernard.ca/environment/milfoil.htm) for more information on this pilot project. 

The Association has received the first of two required government approvals; the Ministry of Fauna of Quebec has issued their Certificate of Authorisation (CA).  As of June 1st, 2017 we are still waiting for the second CA, this one from the MDDELCC. This will permit us to move forward with the burlap pilot project as planned.

However, this approval does not allow individual cottagers to apply burlap dock kits independently, as proposed last year.  The approval only allows Block-Aid, under the supervision of ABV-7, to apply the burlap as described in our proposal.  





In the meantime, we plan to place new types of buoys on the lake marking high traffic areas that are to be avoided by all types of watercraft. The general feeling at the last two meetings of the Association was that it’s a good method for showing boaters the areas to avoid. We are working on a plan which will be confirmed and communicated to you shortly.  Note, this part of the project can proceed without the CA from the government.

How much will it cost? 
The cost of the pilot project, the buoys and the development and delivery of communications messages and reports will be $30,000 for 2017. Of this total amount, $20,000 will be allocated to cover the costs of deploying burlap in selected high traffic area(s).  Total area of the burlap deployment will be approximately 10,000 sq. metres. 

The Municipality of La Pêche has given approval for an allocation of $15,000 subject to matching funds being raised by the Association. Every dollar spent by the Association will be matched by the city up to a maximum of $15,000. Your Association has raised the matching $15,000 with donations,  GIC  funds raised in the past years for the environment, and in-kind volunteer time and contributions from the community. 

What can I do?
· Inform yourself about milfoil and the harm it can do to our lake (http://www.lacbernard.ca/environment/milfoil.htm).
· Use the map, (URL for ABV7 report), to find the locations of milfoil infestations. 
· Avoid areas with high densities of milfoil (to be marked with buoys).
· Pick up loose milfoil cuttings; cheap pool skimmers do a good job in scooping up milfoil cuttings that you see while you’re out on your boat or on your dock; you will also need a pail to hold the cuttings; the more we remove the cuttings the more we slow the spread of milfoil! 
· Volunteer your time in support of the pilot project by contacting Jean-Charles Hudon at jc.hudon@sympatico.ca. 
· Make a donation or fund the application of burlap in your area  via either 
· Cheque (payable to ‘Owner’s and Residents’ Association of Lake Bernard’; reference ‘milfoil project’ and mail to: Box 1262, Station C, Gatineau, Québec J8X 3X7, or 
· Paypal.com to membership@lacbernard.ca (reference ‘milfoil project’) 

Who can I call? 
The initiative is being led by the Milfoil Team under the Association’s Environment Committee. Given the high priority of this initiative the Team reports directly to the President of the Association. The Chair is Jean-Charles Hudon who can be reached at jc.hudon@sympatico.ca. Get in touch with Jean-Charles and be a part of the solution by joining the Team and/or volunteering your time. 
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